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Table 9 - continued
HATE CRIME PROSECUTORIAL SURVEY RESPONSES, 2018

Number of Dispositions of Hate Crime Cases Reported by Agency
Convictions

Hate crime convictions

0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0

3 0 3 2 1 1 1
1 0 1 0 0 0 1
0 0 0 0 0 0 0

4 0 4 3 3 0 1

0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 2 1 1 0 1

0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 2 2 2 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Notes: Hate Crime Prosecution Survey is conducted by the Criminal Justice Statistics Center in January following the reporting year.
           The number of complaints filed by county district attorneys and elected city attorneys or the number of cases that resulted
           in hate crime convictions cannot be linked to the number of hate crimes reported by law enforcement agencies.
          

    San Francisco....................

    San Bernardino..................

    Tuolumne...........................

    Ventura..............................
    Yolo....................................
    Yuba..................................

    Sutter.................................
    Tehama..............................
    Trinity.................................
    Tulare.................................

    Los Angeles.......................

    Oakland..............................

    San Diego..........................

    San Rafael.........................

  Elected City Attorneys..........

    Chula Vista.........................
    Compton............................

    Long Beach........................
    Huntington Beach...............

    Redondo Beach.................

All other 
convictionsTotal

Guilty plea/        
nolo 

contendere

Trial           
verdict

Agency Total           
dispositions

Not 
convicted Total 

convictions
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228 100 221 96 7 4
195 113 186 107 9 6

2016.................. 173 96 162 88 11 8
2015.................. 189 119 181 109 8 10
2014a................. 148 99 139 92 9 7

196 144 184 133 12 11
158 107 147 100 11 7

2011.................. 204 154 194 145 10 9
2010.................. 230 151 219 143 11 8
2009.................. 283 223 268 212 15 11

16.9 -11.5 18.8 -10.3 - -
-19.4 -55.2 -17.5 -54.7 - -

Notes: Hate Crime Prosecution Survey is conducted by the Criminal Justice Statistics Center in January following the reporting year. 
           The number of complaints filed by county district attorneys and elected city attorneys or the number of cases that resulted in 
           hate crime convictions cannot be linked to the number of hate crimes reported by law enforcement agencies.
           Dash indicates that percent changes are not calculated when the base number is less than 50.
a Glenn County District Attorney did not report data for 2014.

Percent change in number
2017 to 2018....
2009 to 2018....

2013.................
2012.................

Table 10
HATE CRIME PROSECUTORIAL SURVEY RESPONSES, 2009-2018

Number of Complaints Filed as Hate Crimes and Total Convictions by Type of Prosecuting Attorney

Year
Total   County District Attorneys   Elected City Attorneys

Complaints 
filed

Total 
convictions

Complaints 
filed

Total 
convictions

Complaints 
filed

Total 
convictions

2018.................
2017.................
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

1,100 1,107 1,060 930 863 758 837 931 1,093 1,066
1,427 1,425 1,347 1,174 1,072 979 1,057 1,190 1,315 1,268
1,321 1,320 1,232 1,136 1,045 943 1,041 1,145 1,270 1,237
1,202 1,092 1,010 937 875 799 838 982 1,013 1,093

Table 15
HATE CRIMES, 2009-2018

Events, Offenses, Victims, and Suspects

Victims.................
Suspects..............

Events..................
Offenses..............

2017 2018

Location

1,100 1,107 1,060 930 863 758 837 931 1,093 1,066
76 62 73 43 44 36 59 62 73 50

277 272 263 254 218 212 225 215 253 303
69 74 80 56 52 70 51 61 81 70

303 320 307 236 222 193 217 222 250 220

133 133 111 - - - - - - -
- - - 42 40 22 26 53 32 28
- - - 52 46 47 34 62 86 54

242 246 226 247 241 178 225 256 318 341
1 Reporting of School/college separated into School, college/university and School, elementary/secondary in 2012.

2016 2017 2018

Table 16
HATE CRIMES, 2009-2018

Events by Location
2010 2011 2012 20132009

  School, college/university1……………
  School, elementary/secondary1………

2014 2015

Total...................................................

  All other locations.............................

  School/college1………………………

  Church/synagogue/temple...............

  Parking lot/garage............................
  Residence/home/driveway...............

  Highway/road/alley/street.................

Bias motivation

1,099 1,107 1,057 928 860 754 837 928 1,092 1,064
626 613 587 528 489 412 428 519 602 594
210 198 201 145 129 127 190 171 207 201
245 279 244 235 216 187 188 207 246 238

4 5 7 2 1 4 4 2 4 7
14 12 18 18 25 24 27 29 33 24

2017 2018

Table 17
HATE CRIMES, 2009-2018

Single-Bias Events by Bias Motivation

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

  Physical/mental disability........
  Gender...................................

  Religion..................................
  Race/ethnicity/national origin..

  Sexual orientation...................

2009 2010

Total.........................................
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210 198 201 145 129 127 190 171 207 201
160 128 132 91 70 80 97 82 104 126

9 10 6 7 7 5 11 12 20 10
3 6 1 2 3 2 3 2 7 1

13 22 17 20 21 18 40 37 46 28
- - - - - 2 0 1 5 0
3 7 7 3 4 2 9 4 3 5

22 25 38 21 24 18 29 33 22 30
0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1

1 Reporting of anti-Sikh bias motivation began in 2014.

201820172012

Table 19
HATE CRIMES, 2009-2018

Single-Bias Events by Religion

2009 2010

  Anti-atheism/agnosticism/etc.....

  Anti-Catholic..............................
  Anti-Protestant...........................
  Anti-Islamic (Muslim).................

  Anti-multiple religions (group)....
  Anti-Sikh1....................................

  Anti-other religion......................

  Anti-Jewish................................

2011 2015 2016

Total............................................

2013 2014Religion

245 279 244 235 216 187 188 207 246 238
120 107 103 116 106 78 108 152 172 169
29 30 25 28 27 27 25 18 20 24
95 136 111 88 77 79 48 32 45 41
0 3 2 1 3 1 3 4 6 1
1 3 3 2 3 2 4 1 3 3

2017 2018

Table 20
HATE CRIMES, 2009-2018

Single-Bias Events by Sexual Orientation

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

  Anti-heterosexual....................
  Anti-bisexual............................

  Anti-homosexual......................

  Anti-gay (male)........................
  Anti-lesbian.............................

2009 2010

Total..........................................

Sexual orientation

Race/ethnicity/national origin

626 613 587 528 489 412 428 519 602 594
39 47 35 40 38 28 34 56 47 48

376 324 313 289 285 238 231 251 302 276
81 119 88 88 64 60 81 83 126 149
2 0 1 3 3 2 2 9 5 2

27 32 30 23 30 19 19 22 37 34
- - - - - - 1 5 3 3

13 17 21 17 21 12 12 19 15 16
34 34 37 22 18 14 17 34 22 23
54 40 60 45 28 37 30 37 42 31
0 0 2 1 2 2 1 3 3 12

1 Reporting of anti-Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander bias motivation began in 2015.
2 Data does not match previously published reports due to the separation of anti-Arab bias type from anti-other ethnicity/national origin bias type.

  Anti-multiple races (group)..........................

  Anti-Asian....................................................
  Anti-Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander1…

2012 2013 2014

  Anti-Hispanic or Latino................................

  Anti-Arab2.....................................................

2018

  Anti-white....................................................

2015 2016

  Anti-black or African American...................

Total..............................................................

  Anti-citizenship status..................................

2011

  Anti-American Indian/Alaskan Native.........

Table 18
HATE CRIMES, 2009-2018

Single-Bias Events by Race/Ethnicity/National Origin

2009 2010

  Anti-other ethnicity/national origin……………

2017
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14 12 18 18 25 24 27 29 33 24
0 0 4 2 0 0 0 1 0 0
4 1 3 2 0 2 1 1 4 4

10 11 11 14 24 22 24 25 27 19

- - - - 1 0 2 2 2 1
1 Reporting of anti-gender non-conforming bias motivation began in 2013.

  Anti-transgender......................

  Anti-gender non-conforming1...

2016 2017 2018
Total...........................................
  Anti-male..................................
  Anti-female..............................

Gender

Table 21
HATE CRIMES, 2009-2018

Single-Bias Events by Gender 
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

1,425 1,425 1,339 1,169 1,066 966 1,057 1,184 1,311 1,264
906 893 825 761 680 653 727 767 860 838
519 532 514 408 386 313 330 417 451 426

2015 2016 2017 201820122010 2011Category

  Property crime........

Total.........................
  Violent crime..........

2009

Table 22
HATE CRIMES, 2009-2018

Single-Bias Offenses by Category

2013 2014

906 893 825 761 680 653 727 767 860 838
2 1 1 0 0 1 3 0 3 0

4 1 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 1
41 42 44 34 38 31 29 32 55 39

216 203 193 235 153 185 212 189 242 239
254 284 239 239 250 201 237 237 259 286
389 362 348 251 238 235 246 308 301 273

2010 2011 2012 2013 2016Violent crime 2014 2015

  Aggravated assault......

Table 23
HATE CRIMES, 2009-2018

Single-Bias Offenses by Type of Violent Crime

2017 2018

  Robbery.......................

2009

  Intimidation..................
  Simple assault.............

  Murder.........................

  Rape............................

Total...............................

519 532 514 408 386 313 330 417 451 426
18 22 32 12 21 12 11 16 18 8
7 6 6 3 6 7 3 7 6 11
1 1 1 2 2 0 0 2 0 4

18 8 8 9 7 5 5 19 15 12
475 495 467 382 350 289 311 373 412 391

2017 2018

Table 24
HATE CRIMES, 2009-2018

Single-Bias Offenses by Type of Property Crime

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

  Arson...............................
  Destruction/vandalism.....

  Burglary...........................
  Larceny-theft...................
  Motor vehicle theft...........

2009 2010

Total..................................

Property crime
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Appendix 1:
Data Characteristics and Known Limitations

Crime Data
Local law enforcement agencies are required to report hate crimes to the Department of Justice 
(DOJ) in compliance with California Penal Code Section 13023. California Penal Code Section 422.55 
defines a hate crime as “a criminal act committed, in whole or in part, because of one or more of the 
following actual or perceived characteristics of the victim: (1) disability, (2) gender, (3) nationality, (4) 
race or ethnicity, (5) religion, (6) sexual orientation, (7) association with a person or group with one 
or more of these actual or perceived characteristics.”

The following information and limitations should be considered when using hate crime data:

1)  A hate crime event contains the occurrence of one or more criminal offenses, committed against 
one or more victims, by one or more suspects or perpetrators. Victims can have more than one 
offense committed against them.

2)  Hate crimes reported by law enforcement agencies are counted in a specific way. In each hate 
crime event, the DOJ counts the total number of victims, the total number of suspects, and the 
total number of criminal offenses in one event. These totals are then classified and counted by 
type of bias motivation (e.g., anti-black or African American, anti-Hispanic or Latino, anti-Jewish, 
anti-gay, etc.), type of crime (e.g., murder, aggravated assault, burglary, destruction/vandalism, 
etc.), the location where the crime took place (e.g., residence, street, synagogue, school, etc.), 
and the type of victim (e.g., individual, property, etc.).

3)  The DOJ requested that each law enforcement agency establish procedures incorporating a two-
tier review (decision-making) process. The first level is done by the initial officer who responds 
to the suspected hate crime incident. At the second level, each report is reviewed by at least one 
other officer to confirm that the event was, in fact, a hate crime.

4)  Caution should be used when making jurisdictional comparisons. The following factors should 
be considered: cultural diversity and population density; size of law enforcement agencies; and 
the training received in the identification of hate crimes by law enforcement officers in each 
jurisdiction.

5)  The following factors may influence the volume of hate crimes reported to the DOJ:

• Cultural practices of individuals and their likeliness to report hate crimes to law enforcement 
agencies.

• Strength and investigative emphasis of law enforcement agencies. 

• Policies of law enforcement agencies.

• Community policing policies.
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6)  In 2009, the DOJ began collecting information on hate crimes involving multiple-bias motivations. 
Law enforcement agencies were able to report up to five bias motivations for each hate-related 
event, as long as there was a unique offense for each bias motivation.

 In 2011, the DOJ expanded the acceptable location codes for the California hate crime data 
collection system to reflect modifications implemented at the national level.

 In 2013, the DOJ expanded the gender bias for the California hate crime data collection system 
to include gender non-conforming in order to reflect modifications implemented at the national 
level.

 In 2014, the DOJ expanded the religion bias for the California hate crime data collection system to 
include Sikh in order to reflect modifications implemented at the national level.

 In 2015, the DOJ expanded the race and ethnicity bias for the California hate crime data 
collection system to include Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander in order to reflect modifications 
implemented at the national level.

7)  There is a significant disparity between the number of individual and entity victims that stems 
from the DOJ’s Criminal Justice Statistics Center’s use of the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s 
(FBI’s) Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) program standards. A property crime against an entity (a 
business, religious organization, government institution, etc.) can only be counted as one victim, 
whereas a crime committed against an individual can have more than one victim counted per 
crime event.

8)  In 2013, the FBI’s UCR program revised the definition of “forcible rape” (the carnal knowledge 
of a female forcibly and against her will) to “rape,” which is now defined as “penetration, no 
matter how slight, of the vagina or anus with any body part or object, or oral penetration by a sex 
organ of another person, without the consent of the victim.” The California DOJ implemented this 
definition change in January 2014.
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County District Attorney and
Elected City Attorney Prosecutorial Data

The following information and limitations should be considered when interpreting hate crime cases:

1) In order to show the criminal justice system’s response to hate crimes, in 1995 the Attorney 
General asked all district attorneys and elected city attorneys to submit summary data of 
complaints filed and convictions secured.

2) The 2018 District Attorney’s and Elected City Attorney’s Report File of Hate Crime Cases contains 
summary data based on cases referred to each district attorney or elected city attorney, and 
filings and convictions that occurred from January 1, 2018, through December 31, 2018.

3) When viewing prosecutorial data, it is not possible to relate the number of hate crimes reported 
by law enforcement agencies to the number of hate crimes prosecuted by district attorneys 
and city attorneys. First, crimes often occur in different reporting years than their subsequent 
prosecutions. Second, the number of crimes reported by law enforcement is much higher than 
those calling for prosecutorial action since the latter requires an arrested defendant who can be 
prosecuted in a court of law.

4) The annual prosecutorial report collects data on the total number of hate crime cases filed and the 
total number of hate crime convictions. There is no direct relationship between “complaints filed” 
and “convictions” since a case may be filed in one year and the outcome (trial or pleading) may 
occur in another.

5) All prosecutorial data includes hate crimes committed by both juvenile and adult defendants.

6) Glenn County District Attorney did not report data for 2014.
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Appendix 2:
Glossary 

Bias – A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a group of persons based on their race, 
religion, disability, sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender, or gender identity.

Case – A set of facts about a crime that is referred to a district attorney for filing with a court. The 
case may charge one or more persons with the commission of one or more offenses. (For this report, 
the case must contain some element of bias.) 

Complaints Filed – Any verified written accusation, filed by a district attorney with a criminal court, 
that charges one or more persons with the commission of one or more offenses. (For this report, the 
case must contain some element of bias.) 

Conviction – A judgment based on the verdict of a jury or a judicial officer or on a guilty plea or a nolo 
contendere plea of the defendant. 

Disability Bias – A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a group of persons based on their 
physical or mental impairments, whether such disability is temporary or permanent, congenital or 
acquired by heredity, accident, injury, advanced age, or illness.

Mental Disability – Any mental impairment or psychological disorder such as: organic brain 
syndrome, emotional or mental illness, and specific learning disabilities. (Americans with 
Disabilities Act)

Physical Disability – Any physical impairment; any physiological disorder or condition, cosmetic 
disfigurement, or anatomical loss affecting one or more of the following body systems: 
neurological, musculoskeletal, special sense organs, respiratory (including speech organs), 
cardiovascular, reproductive, digestive, genitourinary, hemic and lymphatic, skin, and endocrine. 
(Americans with Disabilities Act)

Disposition – In criminal procedure, the sentencing or other final settlement of a criminal case. 

Event – An occurrence when a hate crime is involved. (In this report, the information about the event 
is a crime report or source document that meets the criteria for a hate crime.) There may be one or 
more suspects involved, one or more victims targeted, and one or more offenses involved for each 
event. 

Gender Bias – (noun) A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a person or group of persons 
based on their actual or perceived gender, i.e., male or female.

Gender – (noun) This term is used synonymously with sex to denote whether a newborn is male 
or female at birth, e.g., “it’s a boy” or “it’s a girl.”

Male – An individual that produces small usually motile gametes (as spermatozoa or 
spermatozoids) which fertilize the egg of a female. (Merriam-Webster Dictionary)

Female – An individual of the sex that bears young or produces eggs. (Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary)
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Gender Identity Bias – A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a person or group of 
persons based on their actual or perceived gender identity, e.g., bias against transgender or gender 
nonconforming individuals.

Gender Identity – (noun) A person’s internal sense of being male, female, or a combination of 
both; that internal sense of a person’s gender may be different from the person’s gender as 
determined at birth.

Note: A transgender person may express their gender identity through gender 
characteristics, such as clothing, hair, voice, mannerisms, or behaviors that do not conform 
to the gender-based expectations of society.

Gender Nonconforming – (adjective) Describes a person who does not conform to the gender-
based expectations of society, e.g., a woman dressed in traditionally male clothing or a man 
wearing makeup.

Note: A gender nonconforming person may or may not be a lesbian, gay, bisexual, or 
transgender person but may be perceived as such. 

Transgender – (adjective) Of or relating to a person who identifies as a different gender from 
their gender as determined at birth.

Note 1: The person may also identify himself or herself as “transsexual.” 

Note 2: A transgender person may outwardly express his or her gender identity all of the 
time, part of the time, or none of the time; a transgender person may decide to change his or 
her body to medically conform to his or her gender identity.

Guilty Plea – A defendant’s formal answer in open court stating that the charge is true and that he or 
she is guilty of the crime charged. 

Hate Crime (Bias Crime) – A criminal offense against a person or property motivated in whole or in 
part by an offender’s bias(es) against a race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender, 
or gender identity.

Note: Even if the offender was mistaken in his or her perception that the victim was a member of 
the group he or she was acting against, the offense is still a bias crime because the offender was 
motivated by bias against the group.

Known Suspect – Any person alleged to have committed a criminal act or attempted criminal act to 
cause physical injury, emotional suffering, or property damage. The known suspect category contains 
the number of suspects that have been identified and/or alleged to have committed hate crimes 
as stated in the crime report. For example, witnesses observe three suspects fleeing the scene of a 
crime. The word “known” does not necessarily refer to specific identities. 

Location – The place where the hate crime event occurred. The location categories follow UCR 
location specifications developed by the FBI. Examples are residence, hotel, bar, church, etc. 
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Nolo Contendere – A plea or answer in a criminal action in which the accused does not admit guilt 
but agrees to be subject to the same punishment as if he or she were guilty. 

Offenses – Criminal acts that are recorded as follows: murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, 
burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, arson, simple assault, intimidation, and destruction/
vandalism as defined in the UCR and the national Hate Crimes Statistics Report. 

Human Trafficking, Commercial Sex Acts – Inducing a person by force, fraud, or coercion to 
participate in commercial sex acts, or in which the person induced to perform such act(s) has not 
attained 18 years of age.

Human Trafficking, Involuntary Servitude – The obtaining of a person(s) through recruitment, 
harboring, transportation, or provision, and subjecting such persons by force, fraud, or coercion 
into voluntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery (not to include commercial sex 
acts).

Intimidation – To unlawfully place another person in reasonable fear of bodily harm through the 
use of threatening words and/or other conduct, but without displaying a weapon or subjecting 
the victim to actual physical attack.

Property Crimes – Burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, arson, and destruction/vandalism are 
reported as property crimes. 

Burglary (Breaking or Entering) – The unlawful entry of a structure to commit a felony or a theft. 
Attempted forcible entry is included.

Larceny-theft (Except Motor Vehicle Theft) – The unlawful taking, carrying, leading, or riding 
away of property from the possession or constructive possession of another. Examples are 
thefts of bicycles or automobile accessories, shoplifting, pocket-picking, or the stealing of any 
property or article which is not taken by force and violence or by fraud. Attempted larcenies are 
included. Embezzlement, confidence games, forgery, worthless checks, etc., are excluded.

Motor Vehicle Theft – The theft or attempted theft of a motor vehicle. A motor vehicle is self– 
propelled and runs on the surface and not on rails. Specifically excluded from this category are 
motorboats, construction equipment, airplanes, and farming equipment.

Arson – Any willful or malicious burning or attempt to burn, with or without intent to defraud, a 
dwelling house, public building, motor vehicle or aircraft, personal property of another, etc.

Simple Assault – An unlawful physical attack by one person upon another where neither the 
offender displays a weapon, nor the victim suffers obvious severe or aggravated bodily injury 
involving apparent broken bones, loss of teeth, possible internal injury, severe laceration, or loss 
of consciousness.

Destruction/Damage/Vandalism of Property – To willfully or maliciously destroy, damage, deface, 
or otherwise injure real or personal property without the consent of the owner or the person 
having custody or control of it.
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Violent Crimes – Murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, simple assault, and intimidation are 
considered violent crimes in this report. (Robbery is included in crimes against property in the FBI 
Hate Crimes Statistics Report.)

Murder – The willful (nonnegligent) killing of one human being by another. Deaths caused by 
negligence, attempts to kill, assaults to kill, suicides, accidental deaths, and justifiable homicides 
are excluded.

Rape – Penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus with any body part or object, or 
oral penetration by a sex organ of another person, without the consent of the victim. [Offenses 
include: Rape, Sodomy, and Sexual Assault with an Object].

Robbery – The taking or attempting to take anything of value from the care, custody, or control 
of a person or persons by force or threat of force or violence and/or by putting the victim in fear.

Aggravated Assault – An unlawful attack by one person upon another for the purpose of 
inflicting severe or aggravated bodily injury. This type of assault usually is accompanied by the 
use of a weapon or by means likely to produce death or great bodily harm. Simple assaults are 
excluded.

Race/Ethnicity/Ancestry Bias

Note: When the FBI’s Hate Crime Statistics Program was initially implemented, racial bias was 
reported as a separate category and ethnicity bias was reported as ethnicity/national origin bias. 
It was then modified by the Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB’s) 1997 Revision to the 
Standards for the Classification of Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity. With the revised race 
and ethnicity categories and the addition of an ancestry (a subcategory of ethnicity), the OMB 
advised the program to publish the data in the combined category of Race/Ethnicity/Ancestry 
Bias.

Racial Bias – A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a group of persons who possess 
common physical characteristics, e.g., color of skin, eyes, and/or hair, facial features, etc., 
genetically transmitted by descent and heredity which distinguish them as a distinct division of 
humankind, e.g., Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Whites.

Ethnicity Bias – A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a group of people whose 
members identify with each other, through a common heritage, often consisting of a common 
language, common culture (often including a shared religion) and/or ideology that stresses 
common ancestry. The concept of ethnicity differs from the closely related term race in 
that “race” refers to grouping based mostly upon biological criteria, while “ethnicity” also 
encompasses additional cultural factors.

Ancestry Bias – A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a group of people based on 
their common lineage or descent.
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Race/Ethnicity/Ancestry Bias Types

American Indian or Alaska Native – A person having origins in any of the original peoples of 
North and South America (including Central America) and who maintains tribal affiliation or 
community attachment. This category includes persons from the following tribal affiliations: 
Navajo, Blackfeet, Inupiat, Yup’ik, or Central American Indian groups or South American Indian 
groups. (Census)

Arab – A person having origins, and/or ancestry, in any of the Arabic speaking peoples of 
Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Comoros, Algeria, Morocco, Sudan, Djibouti, Mauritania, 
and Somalia.

Asian – A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or 
the Indian subcontinent including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, 
Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam. This category includes persons from the 
following nationalities: Asian Indian, Bangledeshi, Bhutanese, Bermese, Cambodian, Chinese, 
Filipino, Hmong, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Laotian, Malaysian, Nepalese, Pakistani, Sri 
Lankan, Taiwanese, Thai, Vietnamese, Other Asian, specified; Other Asian, not specified. (Census)

Black or African American – A person having origins in any of the Black racial groups of Africa. 
This category includes persons from the following nationalities or groups: African American, 
Kenyan, Nigerian, or Haitian. (Census)

Hispanic or Latino – A person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American, 
or other Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race. Includes people from Hispanic or Latino 
groups such as: Dominican Republic; Central American (excludes Mexican)–Costa Rican, 
Guatemalan, Honduran, Nicaraguan, Panamanian, Salvadoran, Other Central American; 
South America–Argentinian, Bolivian, Chilean, Columbian, Ecuadorian, Paraguayan, Peruvian, 
Uruguayan, Venezuelan, Other South American; Spaniard–All other Hispanic or Latino.

Multiple Races, Group – A group of persons having origins from multiple racial categories.

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander – A person having origins in any of the original 
peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. This category includes persons from 
the following nationalities: Fijian, Guamanian or Chamorro, Marshallese, Native Hawaiian, Other 
Micronesian, Other Pacific Islander, not specified; Other Polynesian, Samoan, Tongan. (Census)

Other Race/Ethnicity/Ancestry – A person of a different race/ethnicity/ancestry than is otherwise 
included in this combined category.

White – A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or 
North Africa. This category includes persons from the following nationalities: Irish, German, 
Italian, Lebanese, Arab, Moroccan, or Caucasian. (Census)
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Religious Bias – A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a group of persons who share 
the same religious beliefs regarding the origin and purpose of the universe and the existence or 
nonexistence of a supreme being, e.g., Catholics, Jews, Protestants, atheists.

Note 1: The following list of religions represents most of the major religions in the United States. 
A general explanation is provided for each religion. Neither this list of religions nor the definitions 
provided are all-inclusive.

Note 2: In many instances, a law enforcement officer will become aware of a victim’s religious 
affiliation by information provided by the victim (i.e., self-reporting) or by people who have a 
personal relationship with the victim.

Agnostic – A person who believes that the existence or nature of an ultimate reality, such as a 
deity, is unknown, and probably unknowable. (Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary [Eleventh 
Edition, 2003]; the Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia Ready Reference [15th Edition, 2010])

Atheist – A person who does not believe in the existence of a deity. (Merriam-Webster Collegiate 
Dictionary [Eleventh Edition, 2003]; the Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia Ready Reference 
[15th Edition, 2010])

Buddhist – A person who follows the religion of eastern or central Asia that grew out of the 
teaching of Siddhartha Gautama, the Buddha, or Enlightened One. People of this faith believe 
that suffering is inherent in life and that one can be liberated from it by mental and moral self-
purification by following the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path in order to reach nirvana. 
(Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary [Eleventh Edition, 2003]; the Encyclopedia Britannica 
Micropedia Ready Reference [15th Edition, 2010])

Catholic – A person who follows the monotheistic religion of Catholic Christianity, especially 
that of the Roman Catholic Church. Followers of this faith believe the teachings of the Bible, and 
place emphasis on church traditions, including the historical continuity of the church, the Pope 
as the head of the church, and the requirement of celibacy of those in the priesthood. (Merriam-
Webster Collegiate Dictionary [Eleventh Edition, 2003]; the Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia 
Ready Reference [15th Edition, 2010])

Eastern Orthodox (Russian, Greek, Other) – A person who follows the monotheistic religion of 
the Eastern Christian Church. This faith follows the teachings of the Bible and church traditions, 
accords primacy of honor to the Patriarch of Constantinople as head of the church, and adheres 
to the decisions of the First Seven Ecumenical Councils and the Byzantine Rite. (Merriam-Webster 
Collegiate Dictionary [Eleventh Edition, 2003]; the Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia Ready 
Reference [15th Edition, 2010])

Hindu – A person who observes the traditions and practices of the dominant religion of India, 
which include acceptance of the sanctity of the Vedas (sacred texts); the understanding of one 
Divine Reality manifested in multiple forms; acceptance of the laws of karma (principle of cause 
and effect), dharma (righteous modes of conduct), belief in reincarnation, and the ultimate 
spiritual goal of enlightenment (moksha). (The Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia Ready 
Reference [15th Edition, 2010])
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Islamic (Muslim) – A person who follows the monotheistic religion of Muslims, which includes 
belief in Allah as the sole deity and in Muhamad as his prophet. Practitioners of the Islamic 
faith follow the teachings of the Koran and practice the Five Pillars of Islam: praying, fasting 
during Ramadan, almsgiving, pilgrimage, and declaration of faith. (Merriam-Webster Collegiate 
Dictionary [Eleventh Edition, 2003]; the Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia Ready Reference 
[15th Edition, 2010])

Jehovah’s Witness – A person who follows the religion founded by Charles Taze Russell. 
Members witness by distributing literature and by personal evangelism of beliefs in the 
theocratic rule of God, the sinfulness of organized religions and governments, and an imminent 
millennium. The activities of Jehovah’s Witnesses are governed by the Watchtower Society 
which makes all major decisions, interprets the Bible, and counsels Witnesses using Watchtower 
materials. Members of the faith are often seen giving generously of their time in proclaiming 
their faith and teaching in private homes. (Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary [Eleventh 
Edition, 2003]; the Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia Ready Reference [15th Edition, 2010])

Jewish (Judaism) – A person who identifies himself or herself as a member of the religious and/
or ethnic group that descended from the ancient Hebrews and is characterized by belief in 
one transcendent God who revealed Himself to Abraham, Moses, and the Hebrew prophets. 
Jewish religious practice is based on the Hebrew Scriptures (the “Torah”) and rabbinic laws and 
customs. (Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary [Eleventh Edition, 2003]; the Encyclopedia 
Britannica Micropedia Ready Reference [15th Edition, 2010])

Mormon (Latter-day Saint) – A person who follows the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- day 
Saints tracing its modern origin to Joseph Smith and accepting the Book of Mormon as scripture. 
Latter-day Saints consider the following writings to be scripture: 1) The Holy Bible; 2) The Book 
of Mormon, Another Testament of Jesus Christ; 3) The Doctrine and Covenants; and 4) The Pearl 
of Great Price. Mormons are often associated with members of the faith who serve as full-time 
volunteer missionaries in the U.S. and abroad. (Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary [Eleventh 
Edition, 2003]; the Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia Ready Reference [15th Edition, 2010])

Multiple Religions, Group – A group of persons demonstrating a commitment or devotion to 
religious faith or observance based upon multiple faiths.

Other Christian – A person who follows other denominations or nondenominational religions 
based on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ but not described above.  Examples of these 
religions include Metaphysical-Christ Church Unity, Spiritualist, Unity/Unitarianist, Unity Church, 
Universalist, and Other Metaphysical. (Pew Research Center)

Other Religions – A person who follows other non-Christian religions not described above. 
Examples of these religions include the Baha’I Faith, Jainism, Shintoism, Taoism, Tenrikyo, Wicca, 
and Zoroastrainism. (Pew Research Center)

Protestant – A person who follows the monotheistic religion of Christianity that is not part of 
Catholic or Eastern Orthodox faith. Members of this faith affirm the Reformation principles of 
justification by faith alone, the priesthood of all believers, and the primacy of the Bible as the 
only source of revealed truth. Moreover, believers deny the universal authority of the Pope 
and some churches are governed by federated councils on the local, national, and international 
levels. (Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary [Eleventh Edition, 2003]; the Encyclopedia 
Britannica Micropedia Ready Reference [15th Edition, 2010])
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Sikh–A person who follows the monotheistic religion founded by Guru Nanak in the Punjab 
region of South Asia. Sikhs follow the teachings of 10 gurus; study from the religion’s primary 
sacred text (i.e., the Guru Granth Sahib), and worship in Gurdwaras. Some members of the Sikh 
faith may be distinguished by the dastaar (Sikh turban) and five religious articles: kesh (unshorn 
hair, including a beard), kanga (wooden comb), kara (steel bracelet), kachera (short trousers), 
and kirpan (religious sword). (Merriam- Webster Collegiate Dictionary [Eleventh Edition, 2003]; 
the Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia Ready Reference [15th Edition, 2010])

Sexual-Orientation Bias – (noun) A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a person or group 
of persons based on their actual or perceived sexual orientation.

Sexual Orientation – (noun) The term for a person’s physical, romantic, and/or emotional 
attraction to members of the same and/or opposite sex, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
heterosexual (straight) individuals.

Note: The terms “sexual preference” or “lifestyle” are considered offensive by many 
members of the lesbian, gay, or bisexual communities.

Bisexual – (adjective) Of or relating to people who are physically, romantically, and/or 
emotionally attracted to both men and women.

Gay – (adjective) Of or relating to people who are physically, romantically, and/or emotionally 
attracted to people of the same sex.

Note: Generally this word is used to refer to gay men, but may also be used to describe 
women; the term “gay” is preferred over the term “homosexual.” For FBI UCR Program 
purposes, however, if reporting an anti-gay bias, the victim should be a male.

Heterosexual – (adjective) Of or relating to people who are physically, romantically, and/or 
emotionally attracted to people of the opposite sex.

Note: The term “straight” is a synonym.

Homosexual – (adjective) Of or relating to people who are physically, romantically, and/or 
emotionally attracted to people of the same sex.

Note: This is an outdated clinical term considered derogatory and offensive by many people; 
current journalistic standards restrict usage of the term; “lesbian” and/or “gay” accurately 
describes those who are attracted to people of the same sex.

Lesbian – (adjective) Of or relating to women who are physically, romantically, and/or 
emotionally attracted to other women.

Note: Some lesbian women prefer to be described as gay women; preferred over the term 
“homosexual;” may be used as a noun. For FBI UCR Program purposes, however, if reporting 
an anti-gay bias, the victim should be a male.

LGBT – (noun) Common initialism for “lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender,” used here to 
refer to community organizations or events that serve lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
allied people.
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Trial Verdict – The finding or answer of a jury or judge concerning a matter submitted to them for 
their judgment. 

Uniform Crime Reporting – A federal reporting system that provides data on crime based on police 
statistics submitted by law enforcement agencies throughout the nation. The DOJ administers and 
forwards the data for California to the federal program. 

Victim – An individual, a business or financial institution, a religious organization, a government 
entity, or other. For example, if a church or synagogue is vandalized or desecrated, the victim would 
be a religious organization. 



Hate Crime In California 45

Acknowledgments
 

The DOJ is mandated by California Penal Code section 13023 to submit an annual 
Hate Crime in California report. The department extends its appreciation to all the

law enforcement agencies and attorney offices that provided complete and timely data.
This report would not have been possible without their cooperation.

California Department of Justice
California Justice Information Services Division

Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigative Services 
 Criminal Justice Statistics Center

P.O. Box 903427  •  Sacramento, CA   94203-4270
https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov



Hate Crime In California46 


